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One of the most important accessories for any stringed instrument is a good case.  The instrument case is an essential 
item to protect stringed instruments and bows during transport and storage.   Cases vary in shape, internal and 
external features, and construction.   The most “decked-out” cases come equipped with hygrometer, thermometer, 
humidifier, multiple bow storage slots, shoulder rest holder, music storage and colorful cover blankets. While good 
cases can be found these days, the quality of student cases has generally deteriorated over the past ten years.  
Zippers, latches and handles seem to commonly break within two to three years with many models  (unacceptable).  
Some of the cases are shaped in such a way as to cause bow warpage over a period of year.  Keep an eye out for 
these problems with the cases purchased or rented by your students.  In addition to demanding good quality 
instruments and bows, it is important to insist on sound case construction.  Here are a few warning signs and a few 
tips on case care.  
 
Common Case  Problems: 
 

• Poor Construction:   Some cases seem to fall apart even with careful use.  Broken  Latches, zippers and 
hinges are the first warnings that the case quality is suspect. 

• Handles and Straps:  A good handle and/or strap is essential.  Most instrument repair shops have good 
quality replacements if needed. 

• Curved Lids and Warped Bows:  The bow must be stored in straight condition.  If your students are forcing 
bows into a curved storage position in their case lids, recommend that they get a different case. 

• Difficult or broken latches:  Latches can be based on snaps, magnetics, mechanical latch, or Velcro.  Don’t 
trust the Velcro or magnets as the only latching means, and urge that your students rely on both latch and 
zippers if both are present on the case. 

• Ripped canvas and music pouches:  Some cases contain music storage pouches.  I don’t recommend 
storing music in any instrument case.  I have yet to see a case that is designed to handle the weight and bulk 
pressure of music books and other goodies.  Instrument Cases are for Instruments !!!  I do not recommend 
storing music in the case or even in outer pouches.  The pressure on the instrument when the case is shut will 
damage things.  In addition, the added weight causes impact damage to the instrument if the case is dropped. 

• Grandpa’s Old Fiddle Case:  Some insist on using ancient cases.  They can cause serious damage to the 
instrument if they have fragile latches, poor suspension and support, or even nasty shedding interiors. 

• Lost Blanket:  I recommend using a cover blanket with every case to protect the instrument from “things” that 
can happen with the case lid or the bows during transport.  The blanket prevents the bow and inner-top 
materials from scratching the instrument. 

 
  
A case doesn’t have to be fancy or contain bells and whistles to be 
effective and long-lasting.  Our favorite violin case over the past two 
years is a no-frills light-weight model for less than $95.  A good quality 
case is a great investment. 


